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Ang/ er one ques ion from one e t ion only.
Section A: Topic 1

The origins of the First World War

1 Readthe ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

Poina ré’s diplomag was far more pas e than has often been taimed. Although he was
undoubtedly 8 p it ous of Germany, he did not at aggres e ly towards it. He merely & ught to
o0 ne lidate Frane s pos tion in Europe and to prepare for any pos bility. In no way was Poina ré’s
foreign policy intended to proe k war; indeed, it was more res rained than thos of Germany,
Aus ria-Hungary or Rus a. For Poina ré, peae was bets a feguarded by the balane of power
ab iee d by rigid 8 paration of the two alliane § ems Frane , more than any other European
nation, unders ood the nee & ty for & rong alliane s. Ee r s ne 1871 it had attempted to break
out of its diplomatic is lation. The proe s had been a long and painful one, whib had only really
been o mpleted in 1907 with the formation of the Triple Entente, the benefits of whit , print pally
international & a rity, were only jus being felt. The balane of power after 1907 was arguably of
ee n greater importane to Frane than to Britain. Howee r, Britain had a more flek ble approah
to it. Britain was oppos d to any weak ning of the alliane $ em but was willing to negotiate
agreements with the Triple Alliane bloc Dep ite 0 ns derable oppos tion from Frenb diplomats
Poina ré ruled out any & ch moe , though his attitude e ftened in 1913 and 1914, notably towards
Germany. Oe rall, howee r, his ins 5 ene on appli ng the notion of the & rit & paration of the two
alliane s inev tably built into it the inflek bility whib  was its greates weak es intimes of ciss
In this manner, Poina ré’s foreign polig e riousy o ntributed to further 8 parating the two blos
Thus whereas in 1907 Triple Alliane and Triple Entente had & ood & de by s5de, in 1914 they
5 ood fae to fae .

But a balane of power is by definition fragile. It is therefore, natural that politic ans b ould prepare
for the balance being ups t. They do & by attempting to gain a margin of a periority oe r their
rig Is whib they pere ie as a guarantee of a fety but whib their opponents s e as a threat.
By 1914 it appeared to mos Frenb politic ans and e Idiers that Frane had finally gained this
8 periority. This appeared to be o nfirmed by a War Minis ry report of September 1912 whih
predit ed v t ory for the Triple Entente in any o nflit agains the Triple Alliane . It was therefore,
in Frane s national interest to maintain that margin of & periority not for any warlie reas ns but
as a guarantee of a fety.

Frane ’'s dec 8 on to 8 pport Rus a in the July Cris s was not tak n bea ue of their alliane , but
bea ue its margin ofa fety was atrik To hae & opped Rus a from entering the war would hae

allowed Aus ria-Hungary to regain ® me pres ige, while 8 riouky redut ng that of Rus a. This
would hae altered the balane between Triple Entente and Triple Alliane to the dia da ntage of
the former. The alternatie of allowing Rus a to fight alone would hae o ndemned it to e rtain
defeat, thus ee n more & riouky endangering Frane s international e a rity. Ee n if the final
det 5 on had not been made for Frane by Germany det aring war on it, Frane would & ill hae

felt o mpelled to fight alongs de Rus a. Lik Britain, Frane entered the war for negatie reas ns
Britain’s decis on to go to war was not primarily to uphold the 1839 guarantee of Belgian neutrality,
but bea ue it feared the o ne quene s of German domination of the o ntinent. Frane did not
det de to go to war bea use of the Frano -Rus an alliane , but did 8 bea us it was unwilling to
lie againinthe B adow of a mighty Germany.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who

wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the origins of the First World War to explain your
answer. [40]
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Section B: Topic 2

The Holocaust

2 Read the ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

The klling of the Jews began in the eas and there, princ pally, it sag d — a fat whib
fundamentally B aped both the events of the ‘Final Solution’ and the wag in whib it was

pere ie d by o ntemporaries

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

More important than
8 b ao rate gues ng is the fat that people immediately grap ed that a e ntral det 5 on had
been made to deport the Jews this was not a loa | at ion, lik ® many bans on us ng & imming
pools or park benhb es

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Holocaust to explain your answer. [40]
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Section C: Topic 3

The origins and development of the Cold War

3 Read the ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

If Roos e It had 8 rve d, he would hag had to reo ncle his & gue promie s to Stalin of a
Sov et p here with his as rane s to the Ameria n people that the Allies were mak ng an open,
democ atic world. Ee n a mas er politic an lik Roose e It might hae & ruggled. How mub more
diffia It, then, was it for Harry Truman as he bea me Pres dent? Truman did not ee n unders and
that he fae d a dilemma. He did not k ow that Roos ® It had all but o ne ded to the Sow ets
their p here in Eat ern Europe. In his profound ignorane of the & atus of Roos e It's diplomay |,
Truman naturally turned to State Department adv sers He did not realis that Roose e It had
largely ignored them, rely ng ins ead on his military adv e rs The State Department grabbed its
b ane to ep lain to Truman that Roos e It had trus ed the Rus ans too mub . Ambaa dor
Harriman told Truman that Sov et 0 ndut in Poland and the res of Eas ern Europe poe d a threat
to Ameria n interes s He told Truman about the Soviet tak oe r in Eas ern Europe, warning that
Sov et hos ility towards a pitalis nations would tempt it to ep and into other neighbouring areas
Harriman urged Truman to be firm and us Rus a’'s dep erate need for reo ns rut ion funds as
eo nomic pres re. Truman ae pted this adive with remark ble p eed. When Truman firs met
Molotov, he told him in blunt terms that Soi et-American relations would no longer only benefit the
Sov et Union. Molotov o mplained that he had nee r been talk d to lik that in his life. ‘Carry out
P ur agreements and g uwon't gettalk dto lik that,’a apped Truman.

Truman loe d to projet thisimage —a quik decse man of plaino mmones ne . Buthes ems
to hae us d this air of dec 5@ ness to 0 e r deep une rtainty. He often made a8 ap det 5 ons
without mub information and then had to go bak on them with o nk derable embarrasn ent.
When the war in Europe ended, he s gned an order ending lend-leas aid to the Sov et Union.
This was in ao rdane with the lend-leas law, and many Congres members had made it t ear
that they wanted the programme ended immediately after German 8 rrender. But the abruptnes
of the dec sion, turning b ips around in mid-oe an, was an unnee a ry ing It towards an ally the
Ameria ns hoped would join the war agains Japan. Stalin o uld not help but e e Truman'’s let ure
to Molotov and the 8 dden termination of lend-lease as an india tion of a b anged Ameria n
polig . The Sov et dit ator 0 mplained bitterly and Truman feebly apologie d that he had not
at ually read the lend-leas diret ie he had 5 gned. He ordered the b ips to turn round again and
return to the Sov et Union.

Truman was puk ed by Stalin. His une rtainty mirrored the o nfus on mos Ameria ns felt about
Sov et intentions Was Stalin a 0 mmunis rew lutionary bent on world o nquet, or was he
e ek ng more traditional Rus an national interes s &8 h as e a rity from attak through Eas ern
Europe? Truman failed to tak into ao unt that Stalin might be ruthles and a utious at the a me
time. He diret ed his ruthles es almos entirely toward the mos & rategia lly vtal areas in
Eat ern Europe, a p here he may well hae beliee d Rooe e It had o ne ded to him. Truman
and his adiv e rs naturally worried that this ty anny india ted Stalin’s intentions for other areas
Yet Stalin did allow a degree of & If-determination in les & rategic o untries 8 b as Hungary and
Ce b obovakase longas o mmunis s log | to the Sov et Union o ntrolled k y pos s within thos

goe rnments Later he would be ee n more tolerant towards Finland and Aus ria, ins & ing only
that their foreign polic es be neutral rather than hos ile to the Sov ets

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Cold War to explain your answer. [40]
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